
HCT Test Requirements: 

Dogs may wear only plain buckle or snap-lock collars. 

Passing Leg 1 - A dog which, after a period of introduction, shows sustained interest in herding 
livestock, either going around them, gathering them and moving them toward the handler, or moving them 
ahead of the handler to drive them, or a combination.  

A dog which works quietly, a dog which barks (a little or a lot), a dog which may feint as though to nip, or 
actually nips if on larger animals providing it is appropriate for the situation and not a threat to the health or 
safety of the livestock, are all acceptable. A dog may be loose-eyed or may show some degree of eye. A 
variety of approaches and styles are acceptable.  

It is to be remembered that many dogs through inexperience will make mistakes in their early exposures to 
livestock, but at all time the tester must see clear-cut evidence of herding instinct, with the dog attempting 
to keep the animals grouped and attempting to control their movement. Dogs which merely chase, play or 
push stock around, not really herding, must not be passed; distinction must be made between herding 
behavior and chasing. Dogs should show some responsiveness to direction.  

The tester may handle the dog during first-leg tests. For second-leg tests, the owner or owner's agent must 
handle the dog, with verbal assistance or brief intervention by the tester being acceptable.  

 

Failing Leg 1 - A dog which, after a period of introduction, fails to show sustained herding interest in 
livestock. A dog which repeatedly leaves or attempts to leave the working area. A dog which makes little or 
no attempt to control the grouping and movement of the stock.  

A dog which shows aggression toward the livestock so strong and of a nature to be considered a threat to 
the health or safety of the livestock. Any dog which repeatedly splits the group and attacks one or several 
animals, or grips any animal and holds on. A dog which evidences chasing rather than herding behavior.  

Any dog which, for whatever reason, cannot be tested off lead or with lead dragging.  

Any dog which shows fear of the livestock in such a fashion that the dog cannot demonstrate herding 
instinct.  

Passing Leg 2 - In addition to the above, the dog must exhibit the following: moving the stock in a 
controlled fashion from one end of the arena to the other; a stop; and a recall. 
 
Failing Leg 2 - In addition to the above, a dog which fails to demonstrate the required additional 
skills, which does not move the stock in a controlled fashion, which constantly and unnecessarily circles 
the stock, which cannot be tested off lead, or cannot be handled by its owner or owner's agent. 
 


