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A wonderful Swissy ice cream social 
was held at Stuart and Helen Kram-
lich's palatial grounds of Summit Farms 
on Saturday August 24. A happy and 
contented melange of adults, children, 
puppies and dogs gathered on a sunny 
day to exchange stories, eat ice cream 
with numerous toppings, and of course 
talk about and play with all those 
Swissy dogs. 
 
Top obedience dog Sierra arranged for 
her Tom to bring various Agility ele-
ments for the other Swissys to enjoy. 
The young children and the puppies 
delighted in going through the tunnel, 
and the weaving poles proved to be 
popular with the adult dogs and own-
ers. 
 
As in any summer family party, the 
Swissys congregated for intergenera-

tional and family photos, as well as the carefully choreographed photo of ALL 
Swissys at the gathering. Everyone had a super time and left with new friend-
ships and happy memories of a superb day. 
 
On behalf of the Cascade Club attendees, I would like to thank Stuart and 
Helen for their kindness and gracious hosting of this great event. Their attention 
to detail and hospitality made the ice cream social THE event of the Swissy 
Summer Social Calendar. Thank you Stuart and Helen! 
 
               More photos page 6 
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Presidentõs Message: Lisa Simonsen 

Greetings Members,  
 

I hope everyone had a lot of fun with their Swissy this summer, enjoying the unusually dry beauti-

ful weather we had for at least a few months!  Looks like we are heading back into fall with more of 

the normal PNW weather of rain broken up by showers!  However, that will not stop us crazy 

Swissy owners from getting out there and enjoying lots of fun events with our dogs.  The Cascade 

Club is going to help you keep your Swissyõs calendar full through the end of the year by offering 

two different Pack Hikes and a Holiday party in November and Decem-

ber.  Should be lots of fun, so I hope you all take advantage and get 

your Swissy out to play!  Information on these events can be found 

within this newsletter and at the Clubõs web site. 
 

Speaking of play, I want to send out a thank you to club members 

Helen & Stuart Kramlich for hosting the very fun Ice Cream Social at 

their home which was held in late August.  The weather was perfect 

and the company even better!  The turnout was great with lots of club 

members and so many Swissys, they seemed to be everywhere!  It was 

especially fun for me to be reunited with my retired girl Tavi (pictured 

here with her owners Don & Debbie Dodd) and snuggle her grandpups 

from Rebecca Martinõs litter.   It is always great to get together with old 

friends and to meet some new friends, all with the common bond of lov-

ing Swissys.  Canõt get better than thatéunless of course you add ice 

cream! 
 

I would also like to recognize Club member Allison Allen for all 

of the time and effort she put in to the revamp and update of the 

Clubõs website.  It is visually striking, easy to navigate and most 

importantly is current!  YAY!  Thank you Allison!!  In order for 

us to keep the web site current going forward and to assist in 

transition over the coming years between volunteers, the Board 

voted on and approved a new Web Site Committee, which will be 

Chair Allison Allyn and Committee members Helen Kramlich 

and Don Rudee.  If you havenõt had a chance to see the new site, 

take a look at www.cascadeswissyclub.com.  Any member who 

would like to contribute information or pictures for use on the 

Clubõs web site feel free to contact someone on the Web Commit-

tee. 
 

I hope to see many of you at the upcoming Club events, in the mean time have a fabulous fall with 

your best Swissy friend!  
 

Swissys Forever,  
 

Lisa  

http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com
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Healthy Pumpkin Balls  

This snack is not only delicious but is also filled with fiber, vitamin A, beta -carotene, potassium, 

and iron.  

Ingredients  

 

¶ 1/2 cup canned pumpkin  

¶ 4 tbsp molasses 

¶ 4 tbsp water  

¶ 2 tbsp vegetable oil  

¶ 2 cups whole wheat flour  

¶ ¼ tsp baking soda  

¶ ¼ tsp baking powder  

¶ 1 tsp cinnamon (optional)  

 

Directions  

 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

2. Mix pumpkin, molasses, vegetable oil, and water together in a bowl  

3. Add the whole wheat flour, baking soda, baking powder and cinnamon to the mixture and 

stir until dough softens  

4. Scoop out small spoonfuls of dough and roll into balls on your hands (wet hands work best)  

5. Set the balls onto a lightly greased cookie sheet and flatten with a fork  

6. Bake approximately 25 minutes until dough is hardened  

OK alreadyé. 
you have our  
attention!!  
 

Now give us some 
snacks!!! 

Pumpkin is very good for dogs . Pumpkins are rich in fiber and adding a 

few teaspoons of canned pumpkin to your dogõs food can help with their 

digestion process. 

http://www.pumpkinista.com/blog/pumpkin-souffle
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Membership Report for Q4 2013  
 

Whoõs staying dry? 
 

Fall is upon us!  We hope you are staying dry and  

keeping your dog(s) active in the wet weather.  
 

A new Club Year is upon us!   
 

Thanks to all who have renewed their membership 

for the upcoming year and if you know anyone who 

has yet to renew, please reach out to them because they will not be getting this fabulous 

newsletter if they donõt renew and are going to miss out on all the great swissy activities that 

get promoted in this forum .   

Membership Report: Tom Krusic  

 

Renewals are due ASAP 

for 2014, if payment is 

not received within 60 

days of the due date 

your membership will 

lapse.   

 

If you have any questions 

about membership 

please contact me at:  

 TomKrusic@gmail.com  

 

 

Enjoy the Fall!  

 

I will be taking membership renewals for the 2014 membership year which started July 

1st, 2013.   

You can find the membership renewal application within this newsletter.  If people would like to 

renew, you have two ways to do so.  
 

Send in your renewal fee ($30 Family, $20 Individual, $15 Associate) to:  

 

Tom A. Krusic  CGSMDC Membership Chair  

3634 SE Engledow Lane,  

Port Orchard, WA 98367  

 

OR you can renew on -line via PayPal using the Clubõs e-mail address:  

cascade-swissy@cascadeswissyclub.com.   

mailto:cascade-swissy@cascadeswissyclub.com


 

Join in the fun!   

 
Join the Cascade Greater Swiss Mountain 

Dog Club?  
 

For membership information contact  

Tom at tomkrusic@gmail.com   

 
 

Membership forms are located at the end of this 

newsletter or  

Visit our club website!  

Www.cascadeswissyclub.com   

 
 

Join the Yahoo Group for on -line  

discussion with CGSMDC Members!  

Visit 

groups.yahoo.com/group/CascadeSwissyClub/  

 
 

You can also follow us on Facebook!  

Cascade Greater Swiss Mt Dog Club 

 

 

òIf a dog will not come to you after having 

looked you in the face, you should go home 

and examine your conscience.ó  

   ~ Woodrow Wilson 

Page 5 E-Summit 2013 - Issue 4 

 

All Swissyõs are òWorking Dogsó. 

If your swissy helps around your 

house please let us know.  
 

We would love to hear more 

about our swissy community and 

the òworkó that  

all of our swissyõs and their  

families are doing.  
 

If you and your swissy have a  

special story to tell or have  

earned a special title please 

email or call me to share.  

We all want to hear your story.  
 

 

mailto:tomkrusic@gmail.com
http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com/
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Ice cream social August 24, 2013.  

 

New Web Site:  
 

We are very pleased to announce that a new and fully updated Cascade Club web site is now up 
and running!  Please take a moment to check it out. The website can be found at 
http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Email Address:  

 
We have a new email address for Club business.  
Please use cascadeswissyclub@gmail.com, for any future correspondence as the old email address 
is no longer active. 

We sure hope you all plan on joining us all again next year for the fun and festivities!  

For more pictures visit our Club Web Site at http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com/  

http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com/
mailto:cascadeswissyclub@gmail.com
http://www.cascadeswissyclub.com/uploads/2/3/0/7/23070100/8098603_orig.jpg?898
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How I Taught My Dogs to Pull A Cart.  

 

By: Sandra A James  

Starring Swissy Anna & Swissy Artos.  

When Swissy Anna came to us as a mature rescue from Bakersfield Califor-
nia, I noticed she had very good barrel like conformation that was ideal for 
carting. At that time Russ and Kim Boyle in New Hampshire were making 
wonderful carts for their Newfoundland dogs. I was very lucky to be able to 
purchase a cart from Russ which was light, easy to assemble and travel with, and design tested with the Boyles' New-
foundland dogs. 

 

I also purchased a harness on line, going for the same type of harness that I used for driving horses.  I would now 

recommend the wonderful Nordkyn harnesses  advocated by Kelly Nevin. Kelly is very active with the National 

club in the working events and has put drafting titles on many dogs. The Nordkyn harness  is locally produced in 

the Northwest. They are well made, sturdy, and a breeze to hitch up.  

 

I have driven horses and even two horses in hand, but I had never ever driven a dog 

cart and was very unsure how to start. Fortunately one of my neighbours who loved 

dogs was from Belgium, and used to hitch her dog up to go get the groceries in the 

village she lived in.   My Belgian friend and I walked Swissy Anna in front of the 

cart, and pulled the cart behind her. She was fine with that. We hitched Swissy 

Anna up in the harness, and drove her on long lines around the yard. All was well. 

Using treats, we backed Swissy Anna up in to the cart traces, attached the traces to 

the cart, and went for our first carting experience.  

 

My Belgian friend told me some the "carting rules". Dogs do not pee when attached 

to the cart. They do not defecate. They do not veer off the road, and they pay atten-

tion to the person that is leading them. The first two rules I accomplished by mak-

ing sure the dog had urinated and defecated before I went carting. To keep the dog's 

attention, I always carry very attractive treats. I also walk on the left side of the 

dog's head with a leash. It is a good thing to teach the dog the word "halt", and to 

 use the words "left" and "right" when carting.   

 

As I drove Swissy Anna around the front yard with the cart for the first few times, I got her acclimatized to being 

able to move the cart sharply to the left (or "wheeling") and also sharply to the right. The reason for that was to 

give her confidence that the cart would remain steady, and that she would know how the cart would react.   

 

Swissy Anna loved carting and took to it right away. It was very clear to 

me that carting was in her DNA and was something she loved to do. The 

first few times out with the cart I carried bricks and firewood and stones, 

so that Swissy Anna could hear them roll around in the cart behind her. 

 Of course the neighbourhood children were clamouring to be the first to 

ride in Swissy Anna's cart. Ten year old Mila was the first little girl to 

ride in the cart. I  took it slowly and led Swissy Anna by the leash as we 

went around the block. An ambulance and a fire engine turned up at a 

neighbour's house as we went down the street. Swissy Anna adopted her 

most professional walk, and simply ignored the commotion, concentrating 

on my voice, the treats I had in hand, and of course the happy voice of the 

child in the cart.                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Cont. Pg 8  
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Swissy Anna now has children in the neighbourhood that come by 

asking for a carting ride. I usually take one child at a time in the 

cart, and get the other children to walk with me.  For an old rescue 

dog, Swissy Anna has provided many children with a once in a life-

time experience of being in a dog cart, as well as reaching back to 

the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog's foundation as a carting dog.  

 

My experience with my other Swissy, Artos,  had a slower start. I 

was very excited to be in Kelly Nevin's carting workshop which was 

sponsored by the Cascade Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club in the 

spring. I had brought my Newfwoods cart down, as well as the har-

ness.  Swissy Artos was happy to have the harness on, but was very 

unhappy to have the cart near him. Kelly Nevin provided excellent 

guidance, noting that dogs that would not acclimate quickly to the 

cart are usually the ones that are more careful with it as they pro-

gress. Swissy Artos was ten months old at that time. I put the cart 

and harness away and reintroduced them when Swissy Artos was 

thirteen months old.  What a difference.I was able to harness and 

hitch Swissy Artos and slowly drove him around the front lawn, us-

ing the signals "halt, left, and right".  I also teach "back up" and 

work on being very straight for six steps. Swissy Artos has now pro-

gressed to go for long carting walks with the cart attached to him, 

and does not fuss. I do put some stones in the cart for him to feel the 

weight and hear the sound of the stones moving. As Swissy Artos 

gets older, I will progress to having him carry a child in the cart, 

probably next spring.  

 

The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog has a long legacy as a carting dog. 

I was very surprised to see how easily they take to being driven in a 

cart, and how much they enjoy it. I also found that the cart provides 

tremendous conditioning, as the dog walks straighter, and with pur-

pose. I have truly enjoyed learning to cart with my two dogs, and 

highly recommend this activity for other Swissy owners.  

 

Your Swissy will love you for it!  

 

 

 

 

CGSMDC member, Sandy James lives in Port Roberts with her husband and two swissies, Anna & Artos.  

Sandy was raised with animals and has always had dogs. Sandy & her husband have been foster parents for 

many at risk large breed dogs. She has had two rescued swissies, Anna and Socrates.   

 Thereõs no such  

thing as a bad 

day when you 

come home to a 

swissy or two!  



 

 

Directions to WinStar Facilities:  

http://www.winstarbedandbiscuit.com  

 

Date: 11/30/13 

Page 9 E-Summit 2013 - Issue 4 

Rescue Committee Report  

 

The only rescue we have been involved with this 

year is Otto, the foster dog that Jim and Julie 

Franklin had last summer.  He is currently with 

his new owner and a new swissy playmate. Otto 

and his family were at the ice cream social in Au-

gust and from the looksof it everyone is doing 

very well. We occasionally take calls and refer 

people to our National clubõs rescue org. & web-

site www.gsmdrescue.org  

Holiday Party! 

Lunch Includes:  

pizza, snacks desserts & drinks.  

Lunch price: $7.00 per Adult,  

kids under 12 free  

 

Pay at door or online at  

www.cascadeswissyclub.com 

 
 Location: Windstar Bed & Biscuit 

3602 112th Street East Tacoma, WA 98446  

Time: 11:00-3:00 

Cascade Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club  
 

Invites you to bring your families and swissies and join us  
 

for an afternoon of holiday cheer at our annual  
 

Holiday party & General Membership Meeting.  
 

Come and enjoy the Games, Raffles, Music, Food & Fun!!!  
 

Lunch will be served at 12:30  

 

RSVP to Stuart & Helen Kramlich with number of people and dogs at:  

HelenKramlich@gmail.com 
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Rescue Committee Report  

 

The only rescue we have been involved with this 

year is Otto, the foster dog that Jim and Julie 

Franklin had last summer.  He is currently with 

his new owner and a new swissy playmate. Otto 

and his family were at the ice cream social in Au-

gust and from the looksof it everyone is doing 

very well. We occasionally take calls and refer 

people to our National clubõs rescue org. & web-

site www.gsmdrescue.org  

PACK HIKES 
 

Back - To -  Back Pack Hikes 

 

Banks-Veronia Trail 

DATES  

  
 

¶ November 

       16 & 17 

 

¶ December 

       14 & 15 

    
 

TIMES  
 

 
¶ Hikes will start 

promptly at 10AM 

each day. 

 
 

COST 
 
 

¶ $15 Members 

 

¶ $20 NonMembers 

 
 

RSVP 
 
 

¶ Hike coordinator, 

       Allison Allen , 

       alikat81@gmail.com 

  

Come join us for two pack 

hikes on the Banks -Verona 

Trail in Manning OR!  

 

 

The hikes will be eight 

miles each day for a total of 

16 miles over each week-

end. Teams participating 

have the opportunity to 

earn two legs towards titles 

each weekend upon suc-

cessful completion. If teams 

attend both weekend hikes 

they will come away with 

four leg total which is 

enough to be awarded the 

title Novice Working Rack 

Dog!  

 

**Both days of each week-

end must be hiked in order 

to earn a leg, no partial 

credit will be counted if 

only a single day is hiked.  

 

If you do not want to hike 

for a title, you are still en-

couraged to come along for 

a fun day of hiking with 

other swissies!  

TRAIL DISCRIPTION: The trail follows an abandoned railroad bed that stretches 21 

miles between the cities of Baanks and Veronia. Moet of the raod consists of an eight -foot 

wide hiking and biking trail paralleled by a four foot wide horse trail. The gentle grade 

in all but one area allows hikers, bicyclists, equestrian and people of all abilities to enjoy 

the scenic mountains, fields and forest of Washington and Columbia counties. We will 

start our hike at Banning parking area at mile marker 3 and hike to mile marker 8( rest-

room stop located at mile marker 7). This will be an  and out hike so we will turn around 

at marker 8. The trail parallels Nehalem Highway 47 so there are in an out access points 

all along the trail in the event of an emergency.  

 

DIRECTIONS: Trailhead starting location is located directly off of Highway 26/Sunset 

Highway heading west from Portland, OR Metro area. Follow Highway 26 towards Banks 

to approximately 47650 NW Sunset Highway, Banks, OR. Follow signs to Banks -Veronis 

State Trail making a right crossing the railroad track, parking area will be immediately 

after turn.  

Procedures Related to  Titles  

 
Dogs are required to be weighed by the handlerõs veterinarian 

office staff within 7 days of the hike date. The handler must 

provide on veterinarians office stationary, the dogõs name, 

weight, date and staff signature prior to the start of the hike. A 

team competing to earn a title is one handler per dog for the 

entire 16 miles. Dogs are required to be on leash for the entire 

hike.  

 

Note that if this is the first leg you will be attempting towards a 

title, you must complete a required prerequisite 6 mile training 

hike with full pack weight. Please review the Greater Swiss 

Mountain Dog Club of Americaõs website to find more details on 

training rules and regulations regarding hiking.  

http://www.gsmdca.or/activities/back -packing/  


